INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR 
Comacchio April 28th – May 1st 2005

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP EXCURSIONS IN THE PO DELTA 

Info and reservations:

DELTA 2000 – Via Mezzano, 10  - Ostellato (FE)

phone 0533 681816, 0533 681180 - fax 0533 680515

e-mail: info@podeltabirdfair.it

web site: www.podeltabirdfair.it

Excursions in the Po Delta Park

Timetable and reservations

During the Fair visitors can make one or more excursions a day. Departure times depend on destination. 

The coach leaves from the Parking area Fattibello located behind Palazzo Bellini, near the supermarket Coop. Reservations at the excursions infopoint at the Fair up to one hour before departure. 

All excursions are free and led by a professional guide. 

Programme n. 6: Saline di Cervia (Departures at 9.00; 14.00)

Excursion from 9.00 to 13.00

10.00 

Arrival at  Cervia, walking tour of the saltworks and the Visitor Centre 

12.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 14.00 to 18.00

ore 15.00 
Arrival at  Cervia, walking tour of the saltworks and the Visitor Centre  

ore 17.00
Return to Comacchio by coach

Saline di Cervia 
Salt used to be one of the main resources of the delta region. Today, the saltworks of Cervia, still in use, cover about 828 ha. They consist of 144 basins, differing in depth and size, separated by a network of short banks where tamarisks grow.

Salt is extracted mechanically, although a small, privately-owned portion of the saltworks is still exploited in the traditional way for tourist purposes. The Saline di Cervia are a natural reserve covering 827 ha, which maintains flora and fauna exclusively found in wetlands. Nesting water birds include Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, Godwits, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Terns, Little Terns, Kentish Plovers, Little Ringed Plovers, Kingfishers, Gulls and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other water birds include herons, egrets, flamingos, Common Sandpipers, Cormorants, Spoonbills, Ruffs, Sanderlings. There are more than 35 different species of waders and more than 10 duck species as Mallards, Teal, Widgeon, Pintail, Shoveler, Shelduck, Garganey, and big groups of wild ducks, beautiful birds that can be easily observed  during the right season, flying across the saltworks or roosting on the banks. The plants growing on the banks are famous for their beauty as well as their use in cooking and their pharmaceutical properties. They also “feed” beautiful butterflies. They include Salicornia, Pellitory, Salt Bush, Sea lavender, Sea Aster, Autumn Crocus, Bluebottle, Artemisia, Blackthorn and Tamarisks. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area, Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, shop selling typical products, bike rental, boat excursions 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna, at the outskirts of the city take the SS 16 Adriatica towards Rimini. The site is on the right after the village of Cervia. 
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