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FIERA INTERNAZIONALE DEL BIRDWATCHING E DEL TURISMO NATURALISTICO

Comacchio April 28th - May 1st  2005

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP EXCURSIONS IN THE PO DELTA
Info and reservation

DELTA 2000 – Via Mezzano, 10  - Ostellato (FE)

tel. 0533 681816, 0533 681180 - fax 0533 680515

e-mail: info@podeltabirdfair.it

sito web: www.podeltabirdfair.it

Excursions in the Po Delta Park

Timetable and reservations

During the Fair visitors can make one or more excursions a day. Departure times depend on destination. 

The coach leaves from the Parking area Fattibello located behind Palazzo Bellini, near the supermarket Coop. Reservations at the excursions infopoint at the Fair up to one hour before departure. 

All excursions are free and led by a professional guide. 

Programme n. 1: Valli di Comacchio 

On April 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30 

Excursion from 9.00 to 12.00

9.30

Arrival at Valle Zevelea, birdwatching from the observation tower

10.15

Arrival at Foce, walk through the Lagoon of Comacchio 

11.30 Return to Comacchio by coach 

Excursion from 11.00 to 14.00

11.30

Arrival at Foce walk through the Lagoon of Comacchio

12.45

Transfer to Valle Zevalea, birdwatching from the observation tower

13.30 Return to Comacchio by coach 

Excursion from 14.30 – 17.30

15.00

Arrival at Valle Zevalea, birdwatching from the observation tower

15.45

Arrival at Foce, walk through the Lagoon of Comacchio

17.00

Return to Comacchio by coach

Programme n. 2: Valle Canneviè - Porticino 

On Arpil 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30

Excursion from 9.00 to 11.30

9.30 Arrival at Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

10.30
 
Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Excursion from 11.30 to 13.30

12.00

Arrival at  Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

13.00

Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Excursion from 14.30 to 17.00

15.00

Arrival at a Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

16.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Programme n. 3: Vallette di Ostellato 

On April 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30

Excursion from 9.00 to 11.30

9.30

Arrival at Ostellato, walk in the reserve Le Vallette 

11.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach.

Excursion from 11.30 to 13.30

12.00

Arrival at a Ostellato, walk in the reserve Le Vallette

13.00

Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 14.30 to 17.00

15.00

Arrival at a Ostellato, walk in the reserve  Le Vallette

16.30

Return to Comacchio by coach

Programme n. 4: Valle Mandriole (or Della Canna) and Punte Alberete 

On April 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30

Excursion from 9.00 to 12.30

9.30

Arrival at Valle Mandriole, birdwatching from the observation tower 

10.15 

Transfer to Punte Alberete, walking tour 

11.45 

Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 14.00 to 17.30

14.30   
Arrival at Valle Mandriole, birdwatching from the observation tower

15.15

Transfer to Punte Alberete, walking tour 

16.45       
Return to Comacchio by coach

Programme n. 5: Argine Reno and Boscoforte 

On April 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30 

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30

Excursion from 9.00 to 12.30

9.30 Arrival at Prato Pozzo, walking or cycling tour along the bank of the River Reno to Boscoforte

12.00  
  
Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 14.00 to 17.30

14.30

Arrival at Prato Pozzo, walking or cycling tour along the bank of the River Reno to Boscoforte.

17.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach

Programme n. 6: Saline di Cervia 

On April 28th departures only at 11.00; 14.30 

During the other days (April 29th - May 1st) departures at 9.00; 11.00; 14.30

Excursion from 9.00 to 13.00

10.00 

Arrival at  Cervia, walking tour of the saltworks and the Visitor Centre 

12.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach

Excursion from 14.00 to 18.00

ore 15.00 
Arrival at  Cervia, walking tour of the saltworks and the Visitor Centre  

ore 17.00
Return to Comacchio by coach

Lagoon of Comacchio  and Valle Zavelea

Site description:

This is one of the biggest lagoon systems in Italy, stretching for over 11,000 ha. from Comacchio and the River Reno. Several canals connect the lagoons to the sea. The area used to host large saltworks, whose basins have developed into outstanding birdwatching sites. The total surface covers the Saltworks of Comacchio, the lagoons of Fossa di Porto (including Valle Zavelea), Lido di Magnavacca, Fattibello, Campo and the Peninsula of Boscoforte, an extremely suggestive sand strip, stretching for over 6 km from the bank of the River Reno between Fossa di Porto and Lido di Magnavacca, covering the ancient Etruscan dunes. (VI century b.C.). Today’s lagoon of Comacchio is the remnant of a much larger lagoon system, which was at the largest in the 16th century, when it covered about 50,000 ha. Land reclamation, started in the first half of the 19th century and completed in the 1960’s, transformed the landscape to its current shape. 

Most of the lagoons are flooded throughout the year and vegetation is sparse. Some areas – as Valle di Campo – consist in flooded meadows. Prevailing plants are Puccinellia, Salicornia, reeds.
The lagoons are internationally known, as they host many water bird species, above all large colonies of larids and terns nesting on the internal shoals: Common Tern, Little Tern, Sandwich Tern, Mediterranean Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Black-headed Gull, Herring Gull, Lesser-crested Tern, Slender-billed Gull, Spoonbill. The shoal Tre Motte is the only place in Italy where Spoonbills settle regularly (about 20 couples). In the 1990’s Pink Flamingos came back to the region. Other nesting birds are Avocets, Redshanks, Kentish Plovers, Black-winged Stilts, Great White Egrets and some duck species, such as Shovelers, Shelducks, Gadwalls and Pochards. A much sought resting place during migrations, the Lagoon of Comacchio hosts Coots, Mallards, Golden Eyes, Widgeons and Ferruginous Ducks. 

Duration of the excursion:

about 2 hours

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 12 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato and turn right after a few km, following the sign to the Museo delle Valli di Comacchio. The road runs across reclaimed land. You will reach the parking lot, where the excursion starts.

Valle Cannevie - Porticino and Valle Bertuzzi

Site description:

Valle Cannevié-Porticino owes its name to the ancient fishing huts – casoni -  it still hosts. Its surface covers almost 65 ha; 39 thereof are water ponds and 26 shoals. This lagoon (Valle) is the only one left after the reclamation of the nearby Valle Giralda and Valle Falce. The casoni Cannevié and Porticino are connected through a nature track, cutting though the lagoon. The track is perfect for birdwatching, with observation hides (suitable for wheelchairs). 

The shallow areas are covered with tall reedbeds, consisting in reeds, rush and Sea Lavender.

The higher shoals, the ancient coastal line, host scrub:Tamarisk, Poplar and Holm Oak.

Wintering birds include Tufted Duck, Pochard and, above all, coots of remarkable size. Migrant species include Teal, Shoveler, Garganey, Spotted Redshank. Purple Herons, Little Bitterns and Great Reed Warblers nest in the area. Typical lagoon fish are eel, bass and grey mullet. 

Valle Bertuzzi is located south of the Po di Volano, between Vaccolino, Lido di Volano, Lago delle Nazioni and the reclaimed lagoon of San Giuseppe. It covers a large water basin originated by the submersion of the southern part of the medieval delta of the Po di Volano. Valle Bertuzzi is privately owned and mainly a fishing reserve. The typical brackish water vegetation is halophyte: Salicornia, Puccinellia, Reeds and Sea Lavender.

The high number of wintering, nesting and migrant birds turn Valle Bertuzzi into one of the most important wetland areas in Italy. Wintering species include Little Grebe, Great-crested Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, Coot, Mallard, Teal, Gadwall, Spoonbill, egrets, Great White Egret, Pochard and herons. The small wood on Dosso Bertuzzi is a roosting site for cormorants. The colonies of wintering Common Terns, Little Terns, Yellow-legged Gull are of paramount importance. Other nesting species are Kentish Plover, Redshank, Black-winged Stilt, Moorhen, Coot and Marsh Harrier. During migration the site hosts Dunlins, Ruffs, Little Stints, Black-tailed Godwitts, Spotted Redshanks, Greenshanks and Curlews. Since the mid 1990’s, the central and southern area of Valle Bertuzzi hosts hundreds of flamingos, being one of the delta areas where these birds are most likely to be spotted. The area can be observed only from the bank Acciaioli. The site also includes a field with wild Camargue horses and an observation tower. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 hours

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area; bike rental; bar, restaurant and hotel.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 20 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Venice. Turn right at Lido di Volano. After about 5 km you’ll find the Hotel Cannevie, starting point of the excursion.

Valli di Ostellato
Site description:

This site, also called "Vallette di Ostellato", is the only remnant of the ancient marsh that used to surround the village of Ostellato, drained during the great land reclamation of Valle del Mezzano. The Provincial Authority of Ferrara proclaimed Valli di Ostellato a protected natural reserve in 1975. The site, which consists of 200 ha of fresh water and land, is located in the pre-park area of the Po Delta, between two canals, Navigabile and Circondariale. The reserve includes 4 lagoons, a unique wetland biotope in the southern part of the Province of Ferrara for its variety of wildlife. 

The vegetation consists of typical fresh-water wetland flora, with reedbeds in permanently flooded areas (Ditch Reed and Cattail) white and yellow water lilies (nenuphar), Water Milfoil and Lily Grass. White Willow – which tolerates great amounts of water – grow on the banks, as do castagno d'acqua and elder. The Vallette hosts 150 species of nesting or migrant water birds out of the total 450 bird species present in Italy. They include all herons (Great White Egret, grey Heron and Purple Heron), many waders, including Black-winged Stilts, birds of prey like Marsh Harriers and Buzzards, different species of ducks, as Mallards, Pochards, Moorhens and passerines. The site is also home to many hares, pheasants, foxes, hedgehogs, marsh turtles and Coypus. Some projects for the reintroduction of species that used to inhabit the area are currently being implemented, including fallow deer, buffalo and White stork. The project My  Friend the Stork was started in 1996 by the Provincial Authority of Ferrara to re-introduce storks in the delta area. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30.

Tour guide:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area; trailer parking area; Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, farm hotel selling typical products, restaurant and accommodation, bike rental, electrical cars, small railway, canoes, suitable for wheelchairs. 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 22 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato. Once in the village, take the roundabout and turn left following the sign to Villaggio Natura Valli di Ostellato. After about 1 km you’ll reach the parking lot and the site. 

Valle Mandriole or della Canna and Punte Alberete

Site description:

This fresh water lagoon is an integral natural reserve. Together with Punte Alberete it used to be the ancient reclamation basin of the Lamone River. The two lagoons were separated after the natural reclamation and the embankment of the Lamone River was subsequently built. 

Valle Mandriole, to the North, is a fresh water marsh of about 260 ha, with wide reed beds and cattail. Where the water is at the shallowest and in temporary emerged areas you’ll find hygrophilus woods of Salicornia and bank woods of White Willows. The fauna is particularly rich in both  Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole, with many species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, etc. The site hosts Bitterns, Little Bitterns, Purple Herons, Grey Herons, Great White Egrets, Teals, Garganeys, Shovelers, Pochards, Tufted Ducks and Ferruginous Ducks. Some couples of Marsh Harriers nest in the lagoons. 

Punte Alberete is a flooded forest of about  190 ha. The marsh vegetation is impressive, with tall trees predominating, such as Willow, Ash, Poplar, Elm, English Oak, Alder and Alder Blackthorn. The hollow areas are flooded and host White Water Lily, Cattail, Reeds, Willows, Salvinia, Cariceti, Cladieti and rush. The most interesting marsh plants are Orchid, Yellow Day Lily, Lily Grass, Purple Loosestrife, Summer Snowflake and White Water Lily. The site also hosts some reptiles, as marsh turtles, amphibians (frogs, toads, newts), insects, molluscs and some rare birds. The big egret aviary of Punte Alberete hosts Purple Herons, Great White Egrets and Grey Herons, Night Herons, Squacco Herons, Glossy Ibises (symbol of the reserve), Pigmy Cormorants and many others. The site also host a remarkable number of nesting Ferruginous Ducks. 
Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30.

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 25 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna. At km 9, you can see Valle della Canne on your left, followed by the parking lot of Punte Alberete.

Embankment of the River Reno and Peninsula of Boscoforte
Site description:

The final part of the Reno River flows through the Provinces of Ferrara and Ravenna, running along the southern part of the Lagoon of Comacchio. Perfect for long walks and bike rides, this beautiful landscape includes the Peninsula of Boscoforte and hosts an extraordinary variety of migrant and breeding birds. Boscoforte is a sand strip a few metres wide, which stretches for about 6 km in the Lagoon of Comacchio. This is one of the most spectacular places in the whole Po Delta. 

This beautiful landscape consists of shallow water ponds, sandbars and lagoons with typical brackish water vegetation: Sea lavender, Puccinellia and Marsh Aster. Nesting birds present on the site include Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Spoonbills, Shelducks, Shovelers, Garganeys, Redshanks, Black-tailed Godwits and Mediterranean Gulls. Wintering birds include Coots, Tufted Ducks, Pochards, Teals, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Pintails. From the embankment, visitors can observe flamingos resting in the lagoon of Comacchio.

Duration of the excursion:

about 2,5 hours

Tour guide:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Nearby farm hotel selling local products, restaurant and accommodation; bike rental.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 20 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road towards Ostellato. After a few kilometres turn left towards Anita and drive along the embankment Agosta, following the lagoon of Valli di Comacchio. Follow the sign for the ferry-boat to S.Alberto on the River (via Rotta Martinella) until you reach the farm restaurant Prato Pozzo. Here you can go up on the embankment of the Reno River. 

Saline di Cervia 
Salt used to be one of the main resources of the delta region. Today, the saltworks of Cervia, still in use, cover about 828 ha. They consist of 144 basins, differing in depth and size, separated by a network of short banks where tamarisks grow.

Salt is extracted mechanically, although a small, privately-owned portion of the saltworks is still exploited in the traditional way for tourist purposes. The Saline di Cervia are a natural reserve covering 827 ha, which maintains flora and fauna exclusively found in wetlands. Nesting water birds include Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, Godwits, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Terns, Little Terns, Kentish Plovers, Little Ringed Plovers, Kingfishers, Gulls and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other water birds include herons, egrets, flamingos, Common Sandpipers, Cormorants, Spoonbills, Ruffs, Sanderlings. There are more than 35 different species of waders and more than 10 duck species as Mallards, Teal, Widgeon, Pintail, Shoveler, Shelduck, Garganey, and big groups of wild ducks, beautiful birds that can be easily observed  during the right season, flying across the saltworks or roosting on the banks. The plants growing on the banks are famous for their beauty as well as their use in cooking and their pharmaceutical properties. They also “feed” beautiful butterflies. They include Salicornia, Pellitory, Salt Bush, Sea lavender, Sea Aster, Autumn Crocus, Bluebottle, Artemisia, Blackthorn and Tamarisks. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area, Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, shop selling typical products, bike rental, boat excursions 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna, at the outskirts of the city take the SS 16 Adriatica towards Rimini. The site is on
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