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INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR 

Comacchio April 28th – May 1st 2005

Pavilion: Environmental education

SPECIAL OFFER FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND SCHOOLS

FOLLOW THE ROUTE OF THE PO DELTA

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 

from April 28th to May 1st educational workshops for schools

from April 30th to May 1st educational workshops for families with children 
Info and reservations

DELTA 2000 – Via Mezzano, 10  - Ostellato (FE)

tel. 0533 681816, 0533 681180 - fax 0533 680515

e-mail: info@podeltabirdfair.it

web site: www.podeltabirdfair.it
dal 28 aprile al 1 maggio laboratori didattici per le scuole
WORKSHOP 1: IDENTIFY THE SHAPE 

Educational workshop on the introduction to birdwatching and Photocontest junior 

Trainers: EBN Italia - Centro Airone

Trainees: Primary school classes - Families with childrens

Programme: From April 28th to May 1st 2005, every day from 10,00 am to 11,30 am; from 11,45 am to 1,15 pm; from 2,30 pm to 4,00 pm; from 4,15 pm to 5,45 pm

Description: Following the egret, symbol of the Fair, children will be taught how to identify similarities and differences between water bird “families”, using key elements such as size, shape, behaviour and colour. The workshop will focus mainly on nesting and migratory birds of the Po Delta area, which can be spotted in the wetlands. All children will receive a manual on how to identify birds, a book teachers may use during at school to give lessons on birds or to pass on to children in the following years. 

The workshop on the introduction to birdwatching will be followed by the National photography contest for schools Photocontest. Schoolchildren will take part in the contest either during the workshop or  the excursion. Children will receive what experts call a “check list”, i.e. a list of bird names.  They will be showed pictures that they have to recognise and identify. All the checklists will be collected and examined and the winning class will be awarded on Sunday May 1st. Prizes will be offered by the companies exhibiting at the Fair. 

WORKSHOP 2: TWEETIE IN THE GARDEN

Educational workshop on the introduction to birdgardening

Trainers: LIPU – Lega Protezione Uccelli

Trainees: Primary and middle school classes - Families with childrens

Programme: From April 28th to May 1st 2005, two courses targeted at teachers and children of primary and secondary school classes every day from 10,00 am to 11,30 am; from 11,45 am to 1,15 pm; from 2,30 pm to 4,00 pm; from 4,15 pm to 5,45 pm

Participation fee : none, reservation required
Description: We are used to think of cage-birds. Let’s try and create a home and a habitat for birds! How can we protect wild birds? How can we make our home or school garden a suitable place for birds, with food and shelter? This workshop puts together three different aspects: flora (hedges, small trees, bushes, reedbeds, etc.), fauna – different species of birds and waterfowl, and food. Each bird has its own address: a street (a tree or a pool), a street number (a certain nest) and specific eating habits (food and feeding). We need to identify and link these three aspects in order to create the ideal garden for birds (maybe our school garden...) and give our small contribution to environmental protection. 

The workshop is divided in two educational units, one targeted at teachers and the other at schoolchildren. During the workshop participants can apply for the annual birdgardening project, which includes a bird-friendly set up of the school garden or school yard and classes on the behaviour of birds throughout the year. 

The teachers of the schools participating in the project will receive the kit called “host birds in your garden” for the educational activity during the school year 2005-2006. In 2006 the classes that have succeeded in creating a perfect “birdgarden” will receive an award. 

WORKSHOP 3: LET’S PRETEND WE ARE PHOTOGRAPHERS
Educational workshop on the introduction to nature photography

Trainees: Middle and secondary school classes 

Trainers: Experts and internationally famous photographers.

Programme: From April 28th to May 1st 2005, two courses targeted at teachers and children of primary and secondary school classes every day from 10,00 am to 12,00 am; from 2,30 pm to 4,30 pm 

Participation fee : none, reservation required
Photography is closely linked with birdwatching. The aim of this workshop is raising young people’s interest for nature through photography, i.e. developing an environmental conscience and teaching young people how to approach animals and birds and photograph them in their habitat. The workshop will deal with nature photography, from the equipment, to camouflage techniques, approach to animals, as well as some basic knowledge on photography and specific techniques. 

WORKSHOP 4: NATURAMICA – NATURE MY FRIEND
Educational workshop on the wetland ecosystem of fresh and/or brackish water 

Trainers: Villaggio Natura Valli di Ostellato - Coop. Sorgeva 

Trainees   Kindergartens, Primary Schools and Middle Schools – Families with children  

Programme: 5 different programmes every day from April 28th to May 1st 

Participation fee : none, reservation required

Description:

· NaturAmica 1 "How to make a herbarium" 10:00 am – 11:15 am  for primary schools . Children are taught how to dry plants, with a practical demonstration on how to work a flower press. How to use dried plants to make small objects as bookmarks, framed pictures, etc. 

For middle school classes: A detailed lecture on native plants will be followed by a demonstration of how to use the flower press. Then the children will be taken to collect plants and herbs, which they will then dry up in class.

· NaturAmica 2 "Wetlands under the microscope" 11:30 am – 12:45 pm for primary and middle schools. First microscopic organisms will be examined under the microscope, then some macro-invertebrates will be examined under the stereoscope and subsequently complex micro-organisms of the water environment will be analysed. The methods and terminology used in the workshop will be tailored to the knowledge of the children. 

· NaturAmica 3 "The scientific reporter " 2:00 pm – 3:15 pm. For primary and middle schools . This workshop will give children the opportunity to use some interesting tools and examine the main physical charachteristics of water, air, soil. These are simple tools, suitable for primary and middle school classes, such as geo-thermometer, anemometer, thermometer to measure water temperature, pH-meter, etc. 

NaturAmica 4 "Mould nature with your own hands" 3:30 pm – 4:45 pm. This workshop is recommended for first primary-school classes and kindergartens. Children will be asked to use their skills and their fantasy to reproduce Po Delta birds, devoting particular attention to the shape of beaks and feet, so that they can trace back the eating habits and natural habitats of the birds. The children will be given stuffed birds as models, as well as written information on the different bird species.   

· NaturAmica 5 "The use of lenses in science: from the magnifying glass to the microscope” 5:00 pm – 6.15 pm. For primary and middle schools. This workshop aims at showing that man needs to use different devices to help his visual skills, as binoculars to observe distant objects, or magnifying glasses and microscopes to see small objects that are invisible to the naked eye. After a short theoretical introduction, children are taught how to use these devices in the practice, with particular attention to the use of birdwatching equipment. 

WORKSHOP 5: ALBATROSS – ECOSYSTEMS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

Following the path of energy in the living system and understanding the links between different living beings. 

Trainers:  Cooperativa Anima Mundi

Trainees: Primary Schools – Families with children 

Programme: from April 28th to May 1st everyday at 10:00 am-11:15 am; 11:45 am-1:00 pm; 2:30 pm-3:45 pm; 4:15 pm-5:30 pm 

Participation fee: none, reservation required 

Description: children are introduced to the concept of food chain and the processes operating in the natural system. Some examples of food chains will be shown with the aid of carton shapes, cut and coloured by the children . The shapes will then be used as mobiles in games that represent the sensitive balance of small and large ecosystems. The mobiles will be a starting point for the children to further analyse scientific phenomena that occur during their everyday life. 
WORKSHOP 6: PRECIOUS WATER

Educational routes on water as a resource
Trainers: Università Verde di Bologna - Centro Antartide 

Trainees: Kindergartens, Primary schools, Middles Schools, Secondary Schools – Families with children

Programme: 3 different programmes from April 28th to May 1st 

Participation fee: none, reservation required 

Description: the workshops can be further developed by the children at schools

· "Water sounds" (April 28th 10:00 am-12:00 pm; May 1st 10:00 am-11:30 am and 2:30 pm-4:00 pm): For primary schools and kindergartens. The workshop will lead the children to the discovery of the sounds of the Po Delta, in order to raise their awareness as to the importance of water within the Po Delta Park. Children will have to listen to sounds  and then reproduce them. They will learn how to build instruments with recycled materials linked with the water environment and the Po River. The workshop aims at encouraging children to experience nature through their sense of hearing.

· "A fantastic trip in the waters of the Po Delta" (April 29th 10:00 am-12:00 pm and April 30th 2.30 pm-4.00 pm): This workshop is suitable for primary and middle schools. It consists in a team game based on what the children have learnt - or will study later on during the school year - about water. The game will help the children discover the importance of water as a resource in the Po Delta area. The children will be welcomed by two “inhabitants” of the Po Delta Park, who will tell them stories and anecdotes to introduce the game. The themes of the workshop are the physical and chemical characteristics of water, saving water, the need to respect and safeguard water resources, water distribution on earth, the use of water in agriculture, problems issuing from water shortage. 

· "The Po Delta in a comic book" (April 28th and 29th 2.30 pm –5,30 pm, April 30th 10:00 am-1:00 pm): For primary, middle and secondary schools. During the months before the Fair a contest will be organised among the school classes of the Provinces located within the Po Delta Park . The participants will have to write a short story, which will be then transformed into a comic book. The winners (one class for each school order) will be invited to the Fair to draw the pictures of the comics with the comic-strip writer Giuseppe Palumbo (author of Diabolik,  Martin Mystere, Ramarro). The strips will have characters of the Po Delta Park and will tell legends, myths and adventures taking place in the Delta area. These stories aim at teaching children the need to respect the environment, and the Po Delta Park, in an amusing way. 

WORKSHOP 7: FLYING PIONEERS – INSECTS CONQUER THE SKY 

The flying skills of the first living beings that conquered the sky  - insects 

Trainers: Atlantide Scrl

Trainees: Primary and middle schools – Families with children 

Programme: From April 28th to May 1st at 10:00 am-12:00 pm; 2:00 pm-4:00 pm; 4:15 pm-6:15 pm

Participation fee: none, reservation required 

Description: The children will study the insects living in the Po Delta Park and the importance of flying in inter-species relations. They will  understand the costs and benefits of flying and learn how insects conquered the sky through structural adaptations. The theme can be further developed in the classroom and at the C.E.A., as well as during excursions on the field. This workshop matches the exchange exhibition that will be held at the Casa delle Farfalle in Cervia on April 23rd, 24th and 25th 2005, thus completing a larger project on insects and their environmental importance. The workshop also includes a multi-media presentation. The children will be given a calendar of the flights of the most common insects of the Po Delta Park, as well as some learning material.

WORKSHOP 8: THE SEARCH FOR THE DRAGON OF THE RIVER 

Workshop on the water to learn about the river environment and its birds 

Trainers: Coop. Sociale LE PAGINE a r.l.

Trainees: Primary schools ( max 50 children for each unit + teachers and/or parents) – Families with children 

Programme: From April 28th to May 1st departure at 9:30 am from the berth in Comacchio and at 2.00 pm from the berth in Vallette di Ostellato

Participation fee: none, reservation required 

Description: Excursion on the rivers and canals of the Ferrara area on the motorboat "River Queen". A real and imaginary thrilling trip in search of the ancient Dragon. The programme is the following: departure from Comacchio, stop at the Manifattura dei Marinati in Comacchio, arrival at Vallette di Ostellato, return by coach. The groups living from Ostellato will cover the same itinerary. The children will be welcome onboard with a ritual ceremony for explorers and dragon-chasers. On the motorboat, a narrator will tell stories about travelling on the river. At Manifattura dei Marinati di Comacchio the children will be taken on a guided tour of the manufacture works and taste some of the local products. Then they will go back on board to reach Vallette di Ostellato. The story of the ancient dragon of the River, a metaphor of the Po River, will start in the main hall of the motorboat and deal with the evolution of the river, its historic, environmental and cultural changes. "Serafino", the dragon-discoverer, will give each children a totem animal (herons, grebes, etc.) chosen among the friends of the dragon. The children will participate in the following workshops: The bird friends of the dragon, to learn to identify different bird species of the Delta area, The workshop of the Po River Colours and The workshop of the dragon catchers (in two groups). Once at Le Vallette the children will leave the boat to go on a short excursion by feet in search of the dragon. At the end of the excursion a coach will take the participants back to the Fair in Comacchio. 

WORKSHOP 9: SPREAD YOUR WINGS

Workshops in the lagoons to discover the environment of the Po Delta 

Trainers: Specialised operators and environmental guides of Atlantide Scrl

Trainees: Primary, middle and secondary schools – Families with children 

Programme: every day from April 28th to May 1st  

Participation fee: € 7,00 per person (info and reservations at 0544.965801; fax 0544.965120; e-mail: info@birdinitaly.net)

Description: workshops and excursions to discover the birds and their habitat and learn something about birdwatching. The following workshops will be organised:

· "The discovery of the flamingo": An excursion in the lagoon of Comacchio and the ancient Saltworks of Cervia, where flamingos turn water and sky pink. Visit to the natural reserves, guided tour of the Visitor Centre of the Saltworks in Cervia, introduction to birds with the game of shapes, landscape interpretation.

· "Where herons fly": Itinerary from the lagoons of Campotto and Piallasse di Ravenna, through the ancient pinewood of San Vitale. You are likely to see Grey herons, White egrets, Little egrets searching for food in the shallow waters of the lagoons. The visit includes the natural reserves and the Museum Museo delle Valli di Argenta, birdwatching and landscape interpretation.

· "The house of the avocet ": An excursion from the marshes Piallasse to the Saltworks of Cervia, an extremely important wetland area, hosting waders, avocets, Black-winged Stilts. The excursion includes the visit to the natural reserves and the Visitor Centre of the Saltworks of Cervia, the introduction to birds through the game of shapes, birdwatching and landscape interpretation.

· "The land of the mallards": Mallards find their ideal habitat in the quiet fresh water of Valli di Campotto, the starting point of this fascinating excursion leading to the brackish waters of the lagoon of Comacchio. The excursion includes the visit to the natural reserves and the Museum Museo delle Valli di Argenta, birdwatching and landscape interpretation

· "All grebes!!" An interesting excursion from the lagoon of Comacchio to Piallasse di Ravenna. . The excursion includes the visit to the natural reserves, birdwatching and landscape interpretation and a visit to the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair.

· "Redshanks and Reeves": These are the birds you may see in the Saltworks of Cervia, whereas in the lagoon of Campotto you’ll encounter the voracious cormorants. . The excursion includes the visit to the natural reserves and the Museum Museo delle Valli di Argenta, birdwatching and landscape interpretation
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