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INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR 

Comacchio April 28TH – May 1ST 2005

Pavilion of environmental education

SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND SCHOOLS
FOLLOW THE ROUTE OF THE DELTA

GUIDED TOURS IN THE PO DELTA

Info and reservations

DELTA 2000 – Via Mezzano, 10  - Ostellato (FE)

phone 0533 681816, 0533 681180 - fax 0533 680515

e-mail: info@podeltabirdfair.it

 web site: www.podeltabirdfair.it

The Po Delta Park

Visitors to the Po Delta Park discover a unique and fascinating environment, rich in rare bird species. The numerous birdwatching sites located along the coast show the enormous natural potential  of the Region Emilia Romagna in every season, particularly in autumn and spring, ideal for birdwatching. Birdwatchers can chose to take a boat tour on the lagoons to watch wetland birds fly above the water, or they can follow birdwatching tracks and stop at observation towers and hides. 

Birdwatchers must respect the environment, walking slowly and quietly to avoid disturbing the wildlife.

The Po Delta is one of the few remaining wetland areas that maintain a landscape of wide marshes, where land and water coexist as they used to along many Italian coasts before land reclamation. Human intervention was necessary to make these inhospitable regions suitable for men to live and work in. The Po Delta Park has no fences to mark its boundaries, nor an entrance. It is a wide, ever-changing landscape, marked through the centuries by the work of man and nature. Natural environment and human heritage coexist, with natural reserves stretching into woodlands and coasts and cities rich in architectural treasures. 

This area of the Po Valley offers a great cultural and environmental variety, including the remnants of the ancient Mediterranean shrub and hygrophile woods, brackish lagoons and fresh-water wetlands, the remains of the Etruscan and Roman communities, Byzantine mosaics, monasteries and the palaces of the Este Dukes. 

About birdwatching

The English word Birdwatching is also used in Italian, maybe to pay homage to the long birdwatching tradition of the British Isles. While Britain counts hundreds of thousands of birdwatchers of any age and condition, Italy has just begun to develop a naturalistic culture, “using” Birdwatching has a way to approach nature and wildlife. 

Binoculars and an interest in discovering nature is all you need to become a birdwatcher. You’ll discover fascinating places, where beautiful birds fly in the sky in their never-ending fight for survival. 

Birdwatching is accessible to everyone. You can birdwatch everywhere, even in your own garden, be it in the city or in the country.  

Birdwatching sites in the Po Delta

The Reserve of Dune Fossili di Massenzatica 

Site description:

The natural Reserve Dune Fossili di Massenzatica is located between the villages of Italba and Massenzatica, several kilometres from the sea. They are the only risen part of a low-lying countryside with areas below the sea level. The dunes stretch for over 44,67 Ha and used to be even longer in the past. They represent an important testimony to the evolution of the Po Delta area in the latest few thousands years. Well vegetated gentle rises give way to depressions covered with shrub and woods. A unique landscape in sharp contrast to the surrounding countryside. The Reserve hosts flora and fauna typical of the coastal habitat, as some frog species, as well as animals and plants typical of lowlands. The Reserve is a shelter for animals escaping the surrounding farmland: mammals include foxes, hare, hedgehogs, moles and mice. Pheasants, introduced in the surrounding countryside, are quite common, and a favourite prey for foxes.  The shrub hosts Golden Orioles and Cuckoos. The song of Nightingales,  Great and Blue Tits and other small birds can be heard throughout the site. Hoopoes are common in the summer months, whereas Barn Owls fly above the dunes at dusk, searching for field mice and other small mammals. Thick grass vegetates the dunes, with sandy spots emerging in less compact areas. The difficult habitat of the shoals is home to some pioneer plant species, which can tolerate isolation and the barren soil. The areas covered with grass consist mainly of xerophilous species, common in the Mediterranean region, which have adjusted to the dry, sunny environment, as well as some psammophilous species, typical of sandy areas and common on coastal dunes of central and eastern Europe. Psammophilous plants are the most interesting species of this protected area, since they are a testimony to its natural evolution. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 hours

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area; Visitor Centre – open in the morning  from 8.30 to 2.30 – special track for people with sight impairment 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 40 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS. 309 Romea towards Venice. After Pomposa, turn left towards Italba. From the village follow the sign to Massenzatica. The Reserve is after a few kilometres on your right. 
Bosco della Mesola and  the Centre of Environmental Education – History and Evolution of the Delta

Site description:

The Bosco della Mesola is located on the ancient coastal sand dunes formed between the 12th and 15th centuries. This woodland coverr 1,060 ha and is the remnant of a wide thermophile forest called Bosco Eliceo, which covered the land emerged from the marshes of the northern Adriatic Coast. In the 16th century the woodland bordered on the hunting reserve of the Dukes of the Este family, called Mesola. The ancient Este Castle is still standing and hosts the Centre of Environmental Education. 

The trees are dominated by holm oak, but the woodland is truly mixed, ranging from dry meadows to hygrophile woods, thermophile woods and marsh vegetation, including oak, mature oak, holm oak, ash, white and black poplars, elm and hornbeam. The trees are tall and old and the underwood has remained unchanged through the centuries. 

Two species of ungulates inhabit the woods: a population of about 400 Fallow Deer (allochthonous) and 60 Dune Deer (native). Fallow Deer tend to oppress the Dune Deer population, which has been living in this area for about 500 years, direct descendants of the Po Valley Deer, which used to live in the wide forests of the valley. 

During autumnal migration, and also in the winter months, big flocks of Wood Pigeons and Stock Doves rest and feed in the woods. Wodcooks too occur during autumnal migration, although there are also some wintering specimens. This is the only place where you can see a sparse, isolated community of Hermann Turtles. Nocturnal animals include badgers and a numerous community of Tawny Owls.

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 hours (one hour in the woods and one hour to visit the Centre of Environmental Education)

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area; Centre of Environmental Education (CEA), toilets, bike rental at the entrance, tracks for people with impaired sight and mobility; bar and restaurant in Mesola and at the CEA

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 45 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS. 309 Romea towards Venice. Before arriving in Mesola, follow the sign to Boscone della Mesola. The Centre of Environmental Education is located in the Este Castle in the centre of Mesola.

Valli di Ostellato: where the stork lives
Site description:

This site, also called "Vallette di Ostellato", is the only remnant of the ancient marsh that used to surround the village of Ostellato, drained during the great land reclamation of Valle del Mezzano. The Provincial Authority of Ferrara proclaimed Valli di Ostellato a protected natural reserve in 1975. The site, which consists of 200 ha of fresh water and land, is located in the pre-park area of the Po Delta, between two canals, Navigabile and Circondariale. The Reserve includes 4 lagoons, a unique wetland biotope in the southern part of the Province of Ferrara for its variety of wildlife. 

The vegetation consists of typical fresh-water wetland flora, with reed beds in permanently flooded areas (Ditch Reed and Cattail), white and yellow water lilies (Nenuphar), Water Milfoil and Lily Grass. White Willow – which tolerates great amounts of water – grows on the banks, as do castagno d'acqua and elder. The Vallette hosts 150 species of nesting or migratory water birds out of the total 450 bird species present in Italy. They include all herons (Great White Egret, grey Heron and Purple Heron), many waders, including Black-winged Stilts, birds of prey like Marsh Harriers and Buzzards, different species of ducks, as Mallards, Pochards, Moorhens and finches. The site is also home to hare, pheasants, foxes, hedgehogs, marsh turtles and coypus. Some projects for the reintroduction of species that used to inhabit the area are currently being implemented, including Fallow Deer, buffalo and White Stork. The project My  Friend the Stork was started in 1996 by the Provincial Authority of Ferrara to re-introduce storks in the delta area. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30.

Tour guide:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area; trailer parking area; Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, farm hotel selling typical products, restaurant and accommodation, bike rental, electrical cars, small railway, canoes, suitable for visitors with less mobility. 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 22 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato. Once in the village, take the roundabout and turn left following the sign to Villaggio Natura Valli di Ostellato. After about 1 km you’ll reach the parking lot and the site. 

Oasi di Campotto and Valle Santa: 

The work of man becomes natural heritage
Site description:

The site consists of three freshwater lagoons, Campotto, Valle Santa and Bassarone and the hygrophile woods of  Traversante. The fresh water lagoons of Campotto collect floodwater from the rivers of the southern flatland in the Province of Bologna, tributaries of the River Reno. The site is a clear example of how land reclamation contributed to the creation of the ideal environment for the conservation of typical fresh water wetland flora and fauna. 

Valli di Campotto are the remnant of the ancient Valli di Argenta and Marmorta, formed in the 12th century, when the River Po di Primaro, cluttered with detritus, could no longer collect the water of its tributaries flowing from the Apennines. 

Vegetation is dominated by marsh reeds, bush, Cattail, with water lilies and Nenuphars growing in the water. 

Many bird species nest in the site: Cormorants (one of the biggest colonies in Italy), Ibises, Great Reed Warblers, Marsh Warblers, Squacco Herons and Bitterns. Migrant birds include Teals, Shovelers, Snipes, Shelducks, Spoonbills and Glossy Ibises

Duration of the excursion:

About 2.5 hours 

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area; Visitor Centre of the Museum Museo delle Valli di Argenta with info point, educational workshop and toilets; partially accessible to visitors with less mobility, bike rental, bar and restaurant in Valle Santa.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato and turn right after a few kilometres, following the sign to Anita- Museo delle Valli di Comacchio. Follow the straight main road, running across the reclaimed land of Mezzano. When you reach the bridge near the sluice (Trava) and the village of Portoverrara, take the Provincial Road 48 to Bando and then Argenta. Here follow the sign to Campotto and the Po Delta Park.

Along the road to Campotto you will find the Visitor Centre Museo delle Valli on your left.

Pineta San Vitale and Pialassa della Baiona: 

Between woods and water
Site description:

The woods cover about 1.200 Ha and are the biggest coastal pinewood created by man at the time of the Romans. It is a mixed woodland, with predominating Stone Pine with its unmistakable umbrella-shape, Ash, Poplar, Holm oak, Helm and a rich underwood. The site hosts many forest birds, as Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Green Woodpeckers, Tordela, some nocturnal birds of prey (Scops Owls, Long-eared Owls, Little Owls and Tawny Owls), many finches and forest bats, as well as a big colony of Egrets and Black-winged Stilts. 

Low-lying areas host Marsh Turtles. The pinewoods are also home to a big colony of polecats. The existing ring trail starts from Cà Vecchia, continues across the pinewoods Pineta di San Vitale and the lake Bassa del Pirottolo and reaches  Pialassa della Baiona. Following this charming trail visitors can see different landscape and habitats. 

Pialassa della Baiona is a lagoon connected to the sea by a ditch and marked by a network of canals and banks. The word "pialassa" comes from the Venetian dialect and means taking and leaving, with reference to the ebb and flow of the tides used to keep the port operational. Today the lagoon collects fresh water from some of the ditches and the River Lamone, and sea water from the sea. The sandbars emerging from the sea are covered with a rare species of grass (sandbar meadow), which has adapted to the salt water environment. The site is wonderful in autumn, when Sea Lavender, Aster and red Salicornia blossom. Various species of egrets and ducks occur, including Little Grebes and Red-neck Grebes. Many water birds nest in the area, including Avocets and Black-winged Stilts in the summer months. Fishing is another important element of the site for the massive presence of bass, eel, clam and oyster. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2.5 hours

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area; Visitor Centre Cà Vecchia, toilets.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 25 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna. At km 5,9 turn left, following the sign to Parcheggio "Cà Vecchia". This is the starting point of the nature trail in the Pinewoods and around the lagoon.

Pineta di Classe, Ortazzo and Ortazzino: 

Wetlands meeting wetlands
Site description:

The site consists of pinewoods and two fresh-water lagoons (although there is also water infiltration from the sea), a remnant of the ancient wetlands. The pinewoods, covering about 900, were introduced at the time of the Romans. They are currently natural, with many thermophile woods, as Holm Oaks, Ash, Hornbeam and Pubescent Oak. 

The fauna of the Pinewoods of Classe, which used to be even richer, is an important example of mixture of typical forest wildlife. Bird species include Hobbies, nocturnal birds of prey (Little Owls, Tawny Owls, Scops Owls, Long-eared Owls), Nightjars and many forest birds including typical Mediterranean species. The woods also host polecats and hedgehogs. The nature trail called "Le Querce di Dante" (Dante’s oaks) is 4 km long and is suitable for both walking and bike riding. Ortazzino is an area located north of the mouth of the River Bevano, and covers also the fossil remnants of the River. It consists of brackish flooded meadows with emerged layers and dry meadows with natural thermophile bush dominated by Juniper and Privet. There are also Salicornia and rush. Ortazzo used to be an ancient fresh water lagoon, the result of the re-conversion of previous rice fields. Today it is infiltrated by brackish water, as shown by the presence of rush and Puccinellia and looks like a big coastal lagoon. The shallow water basins dry up in the summer, creating flat muds. Wetlands and flooded meadows, recently recovered, are located to the South of Ortazzo. This site is important for its different kinds of habitat comprised in a limited space. The natural evolution of the coast created one of the most important natural coastal sites, with an extraordinary biodiversity, kept safe from seaside facilities and human intervention. Thanks to the quality of its environment and its quietness, this site is an important resting place for migratory birds, as well as for wintering waterfowl and day birds of prey (particularly harriers Aquila anatraia maggiore). It also hosts nesting Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Gull-billed Terns, Little Terns, Common Terns, Kentish Plovers, Oystercathers, Redshanks and Slender-billed Gulls. Mammals include hedgehogs, recently reoccurring, and polecats.

Duration of the excursion:

About 2/2.5 hours 

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area; Visitor Centre and toilets, partially accessible to people with less mobility. 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 45 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna. On the City ring take the National Road SS 16 Adriatica, towards Rimini. At km 160, near Fosso Ghiaia, turn left towards Parco I Maggio to reach the starting point of the trail.

Saltworks of Cervia

Site description:
Salt used to be one of the main resources of the Delta region. Today, the saltworks of Cervia, still in use, cover about 828 ha. They consist of 144 basins, differing in depth and size, separated by a network of short banks where tamarisks grow.

Salt is extracted mechanically, although a small, privately-owned portion of the saltworks is still exploited in the traditional way for tourist purposes. The Saline di Cervia are a natural reserve covering 827 ha, still hosting flora and fauna exclusively found in wetlands. Nesting water birds include Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, Godwits, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Terns, Little Terns, Kentish Plovers, Little Ringed Plovers, Kingfishers, Gulls and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other water birds include herons, egrets, flamingos, Common Sandpipers, Cormorants, Spoonbills, Ruffs, Sanderlings. There are more than 35 different species of waders and more than 10 duck species as Mallards, Teals, Widgeons, Pintails, Shovelers, Shelducks, Garganeies, and big groups of wild ducks, beautiful birds that can be easily observed  during the right season, flying across the saltworks or roosting on the banks. The plants growing on the banks are famous for their beauty as well as their use in cooking and their pharmaceutical properties. They also “feed” beautiful butterflies. They include Salicornia, Pellitory, Salt Bush, Sea Lavender, Sea Aster, Autumn Crocus, Bluebottle, Artemisia, Blackthorn and Tamarisks. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area, Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, shop selling typical products, bike rental, boat excursions 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna, at the outskirts of the city take the SS 16 Adriatica towards Rimini. The site is on the right after the village of Cervia. 

Special pay excursions for schools 

Sacca di Goro on motorboat: 

A boat trip in the PO Delta

Site description:

The landscape is extraordinary, characterised by a never-ending evolution. The lagoon system can be divided into three different kinds of habitat: the bay (Sacca), with its open water, the  lagoon of Gorino, marked by thick reed beds, and the Goro shoals (Scannone), a sandbar stretching from the River Po di Goro towards Lido di Volano. The Sacca is one of the biggest brackish water lagoon of the northern Adriatic region (about 200 Ha). Its average depth is 60 cm. It collects salt water from the sea and fresh water from the Rivers Po di Goro and Po di Volano.

It is here that the River joins the sea. The environmental peculiarity of the area makes it perfect for important flora and fauna species. Flora is dominated by reeds and algae. 

The boat trip gives you the opportunity to visit one of the most important wetlands at international level, where many bird species winter, including Black-necked Grebes, Great-crested Grebes and Little Grebes. 

Wintering ducks include Mallards, Teals and Pochards. Coots, Egrets, Grey Herons and Great White Egrets are also common. 

Shelducks, Purple Herons, Marsh Harriers, Oystercatchers, Little Terns and Kentish Plovers nest here during the summer.

The bay is also famous for mollusc farming (mussels and clams). 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 hours on board

Guided tour:

Free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking and picnic area on the docks; toilets, bar and restaurant in the village and on board

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

About 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS. 309 Romea towards Venice. Before reaching Mesola, follow the signs to Goro, on your right. You’ll reach first Goro and then Gorino, where you can board the boat. 

Price: euro 7,00 per person (groups of minimum 25 pax)
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