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Foreword

Environmental awareness is strictly linked with our emotional background. It rises when theoretical knowledge turns into action and we look at the environment with different eyes. Environmental awareness then turns into protection of and respect for the ecosystem, based on the knowledge that our actions influence the natural balance. This is the philosophy underlying the "International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair", which aims at raising public opinion’s awareness of environmental protection and the importance of the work of Mother Nature. 

1. Why birdwatcing?

Birds have various colours and shapes; they lead a busy life marked by fascinating and unusual behaviour. It is extremely difficult not to notice them; they are everywhere, from public gardens to parks, abandoned farmland, mountains, woods, lakes, sees and even in our own homes. 

2. What is birdwatching?

The English word Birdwatching is used also in Italian, since birdwatching is extremely common in the British Isles among people of every age and class. Therefore Italy, in its effort to create a naturalistic culture, borrows the English word Birdwatching to describe a new way to approach birds and nature in general. All you need is binoculars and the desire to discover wild, fascinating spotsplaces, over which beautiful creatures fly in their never-ending struggle for survival. Birdwatching is accessible to everyone, it can be practised everywhere, even in our own gardens, be it in the city or in the country. 

3. Birdwatching in the Po Delta Park

Birdwatching is a rather recent hobby in Italy, where the number of birdwatchers is increasing constantly. The Po Delta area of the Region Emilia Romagna hosts a high concentration of rare bird species and is therefore a unique area for beginners. The Po Delta includes interesting sites with an enormous natural potential in every season, particularly in autumn and spring. You can birdwatch in the marshes or along the reed beds, to watch birds fly over the wetlands; or you can birdwatch from observation towers and hides along the paths running through the sites. Birdwatchers have to respect the natural habitat, walking slowly and quietly in order to avoid any disturbance to nature. 

The Po Delta is one of the last wetland areas where water and land coexist in a landscape of wide marshes, which used to be common along the Italian coasts before man started to reclaim land to guarantee his own survival in a most inhospitable environment. The Po Delta is not a limited, fenced-off Park,  with an entrance gate for visitors. It rather consists of different kinds of natural environment, a landscape that has acquired its current appearance over the centuries, through natural changes and the work of man. Nature and man have bit left their mark in the Delta: protected areas, woods and the coast give way to characteristic urban centres and outstanding architectural works. This part of the Po Valley offers an astonishing variety of natural habitats and cultural attractions. Here the relics of the primitive Mediterranean scrub, hygrophilous woods, lagoons, brackish marshes and fresh-water wetlands live side by side with the archaeological remains of the Romanesque and Etruscan cultures, Byzantine mosaics and the treasures of monasteries and palaces of the Este family. 

4. The idea to introduce Birdwatching in the Po Delta Park of the Region Emilia Romagna. 

The idea of a new tourist product – Birdwatching, was born during the planning phase of the EU Initiative Leader – 1994-1999, through an international cooperation project with the Irish Local Action Group ECAD (East Cork Area Development) started in 1998. The project consisted in the exchange of knowledge and experiences in the integration of tourism and environmental protection and aimed at the implementation of specific concrete actions. In the case of the LAG DELTA 2000 these actions focussed on the creation and promotion of a “Birdwatching product” in the Po Delta Park. 

In the framework of this project, the LAG started to participate in the British Birdwatching Fair (Rutland Water - UK), the most important event of this kind for British and European birdwatchers. In the last 6 years the Po Delta area has been promoted on the English market as birdwatching destination. We have tried to refute the myth according to which hunters have killed all the birds in Italy, while promoting this beautiful area of great ornithological interest. It has to be noted that the Po Delta is still the only Italian destination proposed at the British Fair. 

5. The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 

Therefore, the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair is the result of a long and careful work for the sustainable development of the territory. 

The First Italian Fair – April 29th to May 2nd 2004 – met with a success beyond any expectation: about 25,000  visitors; 124 exhibitors representing leading companies in the sectors of optics and photography, as Swarovski, Nikon, Zeiss, Manfrotto, Leica, Auriga, etc; foreign and Italian tour operators; park equipment; Parks; Italian and foreign Local Action Groups; institutions and agencies; camping equipment, environmental associations, etc. Visitors had the chance to attend congresses and lectures, or participate in  guided tours, photographic workshops including field trips, sport rallies, a photographic contest. Some figures:

· Visitors: 25.000 

· Free post cards created for the Fair by the Italian Post: 8.000

· Participants in congresses, workshops, presentations and lectures: 700

· Participants in photography workshops: 165

· 502 pictures participating in the contest

· Tour Operators: 20 from different countries – the Netherlands, GB, CH, Jamaica, India, South Africa, Denmark , Germany, Cuba, Ethiopia

· 124 exhibitors

· Exhibition surface 3000 square metres 

· 2000 participants in the excursions

· 680 students 

· Accredited journalists: over 90

· Trailer owners: over 400

· 50% of the birdwatching world participated in the event (including about 1000 Italian birdwatchers and 500 members of the associations Asoer, EBN and Lipu)

Commentaries by the participants:

· great satisfaction in terms of public, particularly specialised public

· satisfaction expressed for the organisation and the assistance to exhibitors during the Fair 

· positive commentaries on the additional initiatives

· great interest in participating in this year’s fair

· positive opinions on Comacchio and local hospitality

The Fair was sponsored by the Italian Ministry of the Enviroment and by the major environmental and birdwatching associations: LIPU, WWF, Federparchi, Legambiente, ASOER (Association of Ornithologists of the Region Emilia Romagna), EBN Italia (Euro Bird Net – Italian Birdwatching Association). 

The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair aims at promoting birdwatching while raising awareness of the importance to respect and protect nature through concrete contributions for the achievement of this objective. The 2004 fair, in cooperation with LIPU, contributed to the implementation of the project by Aves Argentinas "Otamendi: the Natural Reserve as social and economic development of local communities”, financed by BirdLife International, of which LIPU is a partner. DELTA 2000 has donated 10,000 euros for this project.   

Following the success of the 2004 fair the Birdwatching Fair 2005 is currently being organised. The promotion of this year’s Fair met with great interest on the part of exhibitors, who have already confirmed their participation. 

5.1 The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005

This year the Fair will count more exhibitors and a bigger exhibition area hosting the best companies in the fields of optics and photography; Italian and foreign tour operators and  travel agencies, Italian and European Parks, environmental institutions and associations, environmentally-friendly vehicles; specialised press; clothing, equipment and accessories for camping and leisure time; services for environmental sites; environmental education agencies; etc. 

Beside the exhibition, visitors can choose from a rich programme of additional events: guided tours of the Delta area; photographic contest; photographic exhibitions and screening shows; workshops on sculpture, photography and painting; sport events; congresses; workshops and lectures on nature, tourism and the environment, as well as the opportunity to spend the night tasting the delicious local cuisine accompanied by the melodies of the "Delta jazz & blues", on the charming background of the lagoon of Comacchio. Besides, visitors will have the opportunity to visit the famous international exhibition of nature photography of the British Natural History Museum of London, which collects the pictures of the most famous nature photographers in the world, winners of the contest "Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2004".

This year the Fair devotes particular attention to young people and teachers. A dedicated area will host an exhibition specially aimed at introducing young people to the natural environment though lessons, creative workshops, birdwatching and photography courses held by experts, educational tours and environmental education initiatives. In this area environmental associations will present their educational activities. A special information counter will explain how to apply for funding for projects and exchanges for schools, focussing on tourism and the environment. 












PAGE  
Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna


_1162138927.psd

