WORKSHOP 4: NATURAMICA – NATURE MY FRIEND

Educational workshop on the wetland ecosystem of fresh and/or brackish water 

Trainers: Villaggio Natura Valli di Ostellato - Coop. Sorgeva 

Trainees   Kindergartens, Primary Schools and Middle Schools – Families with children  

Programme: 5 different programmes every day from April 28th to May 1st 

Participation fee : none, reservation required

Description:

· NaturAmica 1 "How to make a herbarium" 10:00 am – 11:15 am  for primary schools . Children are taught how to dry plants, with a practical demonstration on how to work a flower press. How to use dried plants to make small objects as bookmarks, framed pictures, etc. 

For middle school classes: A detailed lecture on native plants will be followed by a demonstration of how to use the flower press. Then the children will be taken to collect plants and herbs, which they will then dry up in class.

· NaturAmica 2 "Wetlands under the microscope" 11:30 am – 12:45 pm for primary and middle schools. First microscopic organisms will be examined under the microscope, then some macro-invertebrates will be examined under the stereoscope and subsequently complex micro-organisms of the water environment will be analysed. The methods and terminology used in the workshop will be tailored to the knowledge of the children. 

· NaturAmica 3 "The scientific reporter " 2:00 pm – 3:15 pm. For primary and middle schools. This workshop will give children the opportunity to use some interesting tools and examine the main physical charachteristics of water, air, soil. These are simple tools, suitable for primary and middle school classes, such as geo-thermometer, anemometer, thermometer to measure water temperature, pH-meter, etc. 
· NaturAmica 4 "Mould nature with your own hands" 3:30 pm – 4:45 pm. This workshop is recommended for first primary-school classes and kindergartens. Children will be asked to use their skills and their fantasy to reproduce Po Delta birds, devoting particular attention to the shape of beaks and feet, so that they can trace back the eating habits and natural habitats of the birds. The children will be given stuffed birds as models, as well as written information on the different bird species.   

· NaturAmica 5 "The use of lenses in science: from the magnifying glass to the microscope” 5:00 pm – 6.15 pm. For primary and middle schools. This workshop aims at showing that man needs to use different devices to help his visual skills, as binoculars to observe distant objects, or magnifying glasses and microscopes to see small objects that are invisible to the naked eye. After a short theoretical introduction, children are taught how to use these devices in the practice, with particular attention to the use of birdwatching equipment
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