INTERNATIONAL PO DELTA BIRDWATCHING FAIR 
Comacchio April 28th – May 1st 2005

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP EXCURSIONS IN THE PO DELTA 

Info and reservations:

DELTA 2000 – Via Mezzano, 10  - Ostellato (FE)

phone 0533 681816, 0533 681180 - fax 0533 680515

e-mail: info@podeltabirdfair.it

web site: www.podeltabirdfair.it

Excursions in the Po Delta Park

Timetable and reservations

During the Fair visitors can make one or more excursions a day. Departure times depend on destination. 

The coach leaves from the Parking area Fattibello located behind Palazzo Bellini, near the supermarket Coop. Reservations at the excursions infopoint at the Fair up to one hour before departure. 

All excursions are free and led by a professional guide. 

Programme n. 2: Valle Canneviè - Porticino (Departures at 9.00; 11.30; 14.30)

Excursion from 9.00 to 11.30

9.30 Arrival at Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

10.30
 
Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Excursion from 11.30 to 13.30

12.00

Arrival at  Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

13.00

Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Excursion from 14.30 to 17.00

15.00

Arrival at a Valle Canneviè, walk to Porticino

16.00 

Return to Comacchio by coach, driving along Valle Bertuzzi (birdwatching)

Valle Cannevie - Porticino and Valle Bertuzzi

Site description:

Valle Cannevié-Porticino owes its name to the ancient fishing huts – casoni -  it still hosts. Its surface covers almost 65 ha; 39 thereof are water ponds and 26 shoals. This lagoon (Valle) is the only one left after the reclamation of the nearby Valle Giralda and Valle Falce. The casoni Cannevié and Porticino are connected through a nature track, cutting though the lagoon. The track is perfect for birdwatching, with observation hides (suitable for wheelchairs). 

The shallow areas are covered with tall reedbeds, consisting in reeds, rush and Sea Lavender.

The higher shoals, the ancient coastal line, host scrub:Tamarisk, Poplar and Holm Oak.

Wintering birds include Tufted Duck, Pochard and, above all, coots of remarkable size. Migrant species include Teal, Shoveler, Garganey, Spotted Redshank. Purple Herons, Little Bitterns and Great Reed Warblers nest in the area. Typical lagoon fish are eel, bass and grey mullet. 

Valle Bertuzzi is located south of the Po di Volano, between Vaccolino, Lido di Volano, Lago delle Nazioni and the reclaimed lagoon of San Giuseppe. It covers a large water basin originated by the submersion of the southern part of the medieval delta of the Po di Volano. Valle Bertuzzi is privately owned and mainly a fishing reserve. The typical brackish water vegetation is halophyte: Salicornia, Puccinellia, Reeds and Sea Lavender.

The high number of wintering, nesting and migrant birds turn Valle Bertuzzi into one of the most important wetland areas in Italy. Wintering species include Little Grebe, Great-crested Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, Coot, Mallard, Teal, Gadwall, Spoonbill, egrets, Great White Egret, Pochard and herons. The small wood on Dosso Bertuzzi is a roosting site for cormorants. The colonies of wintering Common Terns, Little Terns, Yellow-legged Gull are of paramount importance. Other nesting species are Kentish Plover, Redshank, Black-winged Stilt, Moorhen, Coot and Marsh Harrier. During migration the site hosts Dunlins, Ruffs, Little Stints, Black-tailed Godwitts, Spotted Redshanks, Greenshanks and Curlews. Since the mid 1990’s, the central and southern area of Valle Bertuzzi hosts hundreds of flamingos, being one of the delta areas where these birds are most likely to be spotted. The area can be observed only from the bank Acciaioli. The site also includes a field with wild Camargue horses and an observation tower. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 hours

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area; bike rental; bar, restaurant and hotel.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 20 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Venice. Turn right at Lido di Volano. After about 5 km you’ll find the Hotel Cannevie, starting point of the excursion.
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