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 Reno river embankment, Valle Furlana and Peninsula of Boscoforte

Programme n. 5: Argine Reno, Valle Furlana and Boscoforte Ornithological Museum “NatuRA” of Sant’Alberto (One departure only at 10.00 AM)
Excursion from 10.00 to 05.30 PM
10.45 AM
Arrival at Prato Pozzo, walking or cycling tour along the bank of the Reno river up to Valle furlana  and Boscoforte

12.30 AM
Transfer to Sant’Alberto by ferryboat along the Reno river


Packed lunch at the pic-nic Area in the river flood plain
02.30 PM
Guided visit to the Ornithological Museum “NatuRa” at the Palazzone of Sant’Alberto

04.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach (arrival at 5.30 PM)
Site description:

The final part of the Reno River flows through the Provinces of Ferrara and Ravenna, running along the southern part of the Lagoon of Comacchio. Particularly suitable for long walks and bike rides, this beautiful landscape includes the Peninsula of Boscoforte and hosts an extraordinary variety of migrant and breeding birds. Boscoforte is a sand strip a few metres wide, which stretches for about 6 km in the Lagoon of Comacchio. This is one of the most spectacular places in the whole Po Delta. 

This beautiful landscape consists of shallow water ponds, sandbars and lagoons with typical brackish water vegetation: Sea lavender, Puccinellia and Marsh Aster. Nesting birds present on the site include Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Spoonbills, Shelducks, Shovelers, Garganeys, Redshanks, Black-tailed Godwits and Mediterranean Gulls. Wintering birds including Coots, Tufted Ducks, Pochards, Teals, Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Pintails. From the embankment, visitors can observe flamingos resting in the lagoon of Comacchio.

The LIPU Oasis Volta Scirocco is a wet area located in the southern part of the Lagoons of Comacchio and it is named after its bent shape ,stretching towards the lagoons in the same direction in which the Scirocco wind blows. 
The inside is characterised by a mosaic of wet habitats, born thanks to a mix of sweet and brackish waters, the former coming from the Reno river, the latter drained by the Lagoons of Comacchio. Thanks to its location, the oasis is right along the migratory route of many bird species. Among the tall cane thickets we find the Grebe, the red heron, the Water rail, the Great Reed Warbler and the Sedge Warbler. The didactic routes and the watching sites will be launched by LIPU on 29th April 2006, in occasion of the International Po Delta Birdwatchinf fair.
NatuRa, the Natural Science Museum of Ravenna, "Alfredo Brandolini", is located in Sant'Alberto district, at the Palazzone and it was launched a year ago. the museum comprises a precious ornithological collection given by Alfredo Brandolini, naturalist from Ravenna of the first years of the twentieth century together with several other rests coming from donations through the years. It also contains a collection of shells from the Adriatic sea, most likely to be found along the coasts of Emilia-Romagna, together with some reptiles and mammals, not only typical of the Lagoons of the territory, but also exotics.
Duration of the excursion:

Route along the Reno river bank: about 2,5 hours

Visit to the ornithological museum: about 1 hours

Tour guide:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Nearby farm houses selling local products, restaurant and accommodation; bike rental.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 25 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road towards Ostellato. After a few kilometres turn left towards Anita and drive along Agosta river bank, following the Lagoons of Comacchio. Follow the sign for the ferry-boat to S.Alberto on the River (via Rotta Martinella) until you reach the farm restaurant Prato Pozzo. Here you can go up the embankment of the Reno River. 







PAGE  
1

