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Wet areas south of Ravenna: Ortazzo and Ortazzino, Pineta di Classe and  Cervia Salt works
Programme n. 6: Wet areas south of Ravenna: Ortazzo and Ortazzino, Pineta di Classe and  Cervia Salt works (one departure only at 10.00 AM)

Excursion from 10.00 AM to 05.30 PM
10.00 AM
Arrival at  Pineta di Classe ( I Maggio park):walking excursion through the pinewood and up to the Ortazzo and Ortazzino marshes. 
01.30 PM
Packed lunch in the pinewood 
02.30 PM
Arrival at  Cervia, salt work waliking tour
04.30 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach (arrival at 05.30 PM)
The site is composed of a pinewood  and of two sweet water oasis ( even if with brackish contaminations from the sea) which witness the presence of past wet lands. The pinewood covers an area of about 900 acres and it has been risen in the Roman period. At the moment it is in an advance state of naturalness, due to a consistent presence of Thermophile Oaks , dominated by holm oak, Farnia, white hornbeam , eastern hornbeam. Wildfowl is represented by some species of interest such as the Hobby, the night raptors ( Brown owl, horned owl, owlet, owl). 
The Ortazzo was an ancient sweet water lagoon, embanked and obtained with the reconversion of the previous rise fields. Nowadays it is subject to the brackish flows from the bearing stratum, as proved by the  presence of maritime canes and characterised as a wide coastal pond. The value of these areas lies in the environmental diversity you can find in such a small visiting area: the spontaneous evolution of the coast has given birth to one of the coastal site of the highest naturalness and biodiversity, with either no sea side settlement and no human intervention. Thanks to the environmental quality and to the peacefulness of the site, it is also very important for the migration and wintering of water and birds and day raptors ( in particular harriers and spotted eagles). Among the mammals, those to be remembered are the hedgehog, recently appeared, and the Skunk.  
Salt used to be one of the main resources of the delta region. Today, the saltworks of Cervia, still in use, cover about 828 ha. They consist of 144 basins, differing in depth and size, separated by a network of short banks where tamarisks grow.

Salt is extracted mechanically, although a small, privately-owned portion of the saltworks is still exploited in the traditional way for tourist purposes. The Saline di Cervia are a natural reserve covering 827 ha, which maintains flora and fauna exclusively found in wetlands. Nesting water birds include Avocets, Black-winged Stilts, Godwits, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Terns, Little Terns, Kentish Plovers, Little Ringed Plovers, Kingfishers, Gulls and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other water birds include herons, egrets, flamingos, Common Sandpipers, Cormorants, Spoonbills, Ruffs, Sanderlings. There are more than 35 different species of waders and more than 10 duck species as Mallards, Teal, Widgeon, Pintail, Shoveler, Shelduck, Garganey, and big groups of wild ducks, beautiful birds that can be easily observed  during the right season, flying across the saltworks or roosting on the banks. The plants growing on the banks are famous for their beauty as well as their use in cooking and their pharmaceutical properties. They also “feed” beautiful butterflies. They include Salicornia, Pellitory, Salt Bush, Sea lavender, Sea Aster, Autumn Crocus, Bluebottle, Artemisia, Blackthorn and Tamarisks. 

Duration of the excursion:

Classe Pinewood Route, Ortazzo and Ortazzino About 2 h - 2 h 30

Cervia saltwork route: About 2 hours

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area, Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, shop selling typical products, bike rental, boat excursions 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 55 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the National Road SS 309 Romea towards Ravenna, at the outskirts of the city take the SS 16 Adriatica towards Rimini. The site is on the right past the town of Cervia. 
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